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October 24, 2023

Palestine and Israel: Historical, Legal and Moral |ssues

By: Rohini Hensman

On 7 October, Hamas committed a war crime when in its attack on Israel, hundreds of civilians were killed, but since
1948 the scale of the crimes against the Palestinians repeatedly committed by Israel are many times larger. What can
ensure peace in Palesting?

On 7 October 2023, Palestinian militant group Hamas launched a massive attack on Israeli territory, killing over 1300 people, many of
whom were civilians; the Isragli state has responded by bombing the Gaza Strip, in which Hamas has its headquarters and over
2.3 million civilians have their homes, starving inhabitants of food, water, medicines and fuel. But why did this happen? And what can
be done about it? On these questions, there is no agreement whatsoever.

Who is to blame?

In its editorial of 8 October 2023, the Israeli paper Haaretz was unequivoca in assigning responsibility for the death and destruction
resulting from the Hamas ‘Operation Al-Agsa Flood':

The disaster that befell Israel on the holiday of Simchat Torah is the clear responsibility of one person: Benjamin Netanyahu. The
prime minister... completely failed to identify the dangers he was consciously leading Israel into when establishing a government of
annexation and dispossession, when appointing Bezalel Smotrich and Itamar Ben-Gvir to key positions, while embracing a foreign
policy that openly ignored the existence and rights of Palestinians...

In the past, Netanyahu marketed himself as a cautious leader who eschewed wars and multiple casualties on Israel’s side. After his
victory in the last election, he replaced this caution with the policy of a “fully-right government,” with overt steps taken to annex the
West Bank, to carry out ethnic cleansing in parts of the Oslo-defined Area C, including the Hebron Hills and the Jordan Valley.

This also included a massive expansion of settlements and bolstering of the Jewish presence on Temple Mount, near the Al-Agsa
Mosque, as well as boasts of an impending peace deal with the Saudis in which the Palestinians would get nothing, with open talk of a
“second Nakba” in his governing coalition. As expected, signs of an outbreak of hostilities began in the West Bank, where Palestinians
started feeling the heavier hand of the Israeli occupier.

Eighty six per cent of Jewish Israglis shared the opinion that Netanyahu and his government were to blame for the attacks, according to
a Diaog Center poll. The criticisms of some might have been limited to the epic failure of Israeli intelligence and security agencies,
but many would have in addition been revolted by the domination of the government by right-wing extremists openly pursuing a policy
of ethnic cleansing in the West Bank and East Jerusalem.



https://www.haaretz.com/opinion/editorial/2023-10-08/ty-article-opinion/netanyahu-bears-responsibility/0000018b-0b9d-d8fc-adff-6bfd1c880000
https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/article-767880
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A Special Edition in Englisk issued on the occasion
; of the visit to Palestine of LORD BALFOUR,
the statesman with whose name is associaled the Declaration
whiech to the Arabs signifies the death knell of
all the hopes they cherished when the victorious
British Armies entered their country in 1918

< FiNE WE WRESTLE XOT AGAINST FLESH AND BLOOD, BUT AGAINST PRINCIPALITIES AND  POWERS .,
AGAINST THE RULENS OF THE DARKNESS OF TIIS WORLD, AGAINST SPIRUTUAL WICKEDNESS IN HIGH PLACES®.

Ephesians V1. 12

3’ ACCUSE!

1. THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT,of having allowed
itself o begome a tool inthe hands
of the Jews for the purpose of furthe-
ring their Nationalist aims in Pales-
tine.

2. THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS, of sceking lo admi-
nister in Palestine a Mandale which
is incompalible wilh Article 22 of Ihe
Covenanl of the Leagie under which
the Mandatory syslem is sel up.

%, THE GOVERNMENT OF PALESTINE, of pursu-
ing wilh open evesa policy which, by

ranting a favoured posilion to the
ewish minority, is unjust (o the Aral
majority in Palestine.

I call upon

The British Parliament, the people of the Brilish
Empire, and (he League of Nations, to demand of the
Governmenl of Palestine, that the words of the ROYAL
PROCLAMATION read in Jerusalem and Haifa in July

1920 by the High Conmissioner for Palestine; and those
of lhe ANGLO-FRENCH DECLARATION of November

1018, issued in Palestine by Lord Allenby, shall be
respeeted, viz:-

a. THE ROYAL PROCL AMATION
“TO THE PEOPLE OF PALESTINE"

| desire 1o assure vou of the absolule impriiali-
1y with which the duties of the dalory Power
will be earried out, and of the defermination of
My Government to respect the rights of every
race and every erced represenled among youl...»
GRORGE R, amd 1.

b. THE ANGLO-FRENCH DECLARATION

« The object aimed at by France and Great Bri-
lain . .. is, the completé and definite emaneipa-

S

|
|
|

lion of e peoples

Turks, and Lhe establishment of
menls and Sdministrations der

rily from the

Far from wishing lo
of these regions any
are only congerncd
andl by a
of Governinents. and

tiative and fire
digenous populations. ...

dequale assistance the

s0 long oppressed by the

=
hofee of the in-

pose on the populations
particular institulions ey
1o ensure by their support
ular working
administrations freely cho-

sen by the populalions themselves . . . »

Frances K. Newton,
Maumt Carmel. Polestine.

Imperium in Imperio

<[t is mot Greal Britain which
i taking the Jewish Inlerna-
tonal inlo fls service, os ihe
head of the Govermmenl in
London  imagined; it is more

| Hikely that Jewish internotional

Anance is allempling lo. 1ake
Niritain inlo ils service so 0%
assiire world control for ilself...

We are actually facing n gigan- | B
3 } ol P I

tic effort on the parl of
internafional  imperialism
win the
rious underlaking of pan-Juda-
ism. Far from being favoured,
as England has secrelly imagin-

. =he is the Arst to be me-
naced....

T alain that reral confis
dence wilthon! which success
cannol  be reached, Fionism
should hove the coarnge Lo
dizavow and rid itsell of certain
wdberents. .. whose secrel alin
is 1o make Palestine the head-

mariers of Internalional pan-

udaism. ... the " aim is 5
tablish o national hone o serve
as an effective center from
which the movements  and
evolution ofJewish imperinlism
- economic and Messinic -can

directed.

This form of Zionisin, whi
aims lo esiablish o form

o

el
al

mrcs il s the viclo- |

| Leagae of Sisall Jewish Nalions
| within other naticns, a lrue
fesleration of Jewiash Slales in
the heart of otler States. with
!a directing head in Palestine,
| imcssentinlly dnnge rous for non=
{dews... il would also be a
| danger 1o the lews, who would |
| Became subjecled to increased |
| persecution. ... I
{ . TheTreaties of Versailles and
Sabnl Germain  gramnteed the
Jews of Oricntal Europe the
I 10 form natiowal mino-

rilies amd recognised the RIGHT
| to form & Slate within a Siate...

Il the recomatituled Jewish
people wishes to e ranked as
anation among nations, it is the
duty and intercsl of all 1o help;
ifilintends lo organise inter-
nalionally =0 a% lo min and
deminate other nations, @ is
the duly of these 1o arise and
nol permil it o do so s,

o Fram = Le problése Jwf =
by Georges Rateuli. Paris )

Zionist Colonisation

In spile of Fionisl atlenipts
Lo acquire | tracts of land,
it is open Lo doubt if these will
be successfully colonised. Kio-
nist pmpq?nda has created the
legend of the Jew going  back
to the land in Palestine. It js
nol generally  known  that the

seemingly  prosporous sh

colonies are often in el and

nve been heavily sobsidised.
In an inlerview {paldished, by
the Flonis Press Burcan) Ha-
ran sedoond de  Holhschild
spoke plainly on the subject to
My Ben-Avi, coditor of [Doar
Hayom), We quole some  ex-
Aracis-

Tant pery dismppainied with the
adcruivs wiicl ] hore cutoblithed. . .
T hels dny T reccine Felbera frovm e

of the colonivs with requests
for mwcy; for MhiE persen er [
ther jor his personal weeds: for The
repuir of a rowd, ihe building of @
awelf. the panstouciion of @ foapliof or
o s, There is no end do thees
propossis - wlweys fooee of comsifer-
able gt fo coper budged deficits in
Groditee, Samario, nd coem Jido .
I wfter gours of work awd offorl, e
colomisli camaol aftafn fo the sito,
Wom of U Eggplian, Arab, eF Kiro-
e farmers, the feulf dies aith Hhem
v oo Su bong ox dheir famdlies sl wod
breawr farmers, so bong as heir sans
and daughless @il nol work with
Uhenr omn their fields they il pod
Swoceed in liviag oe life of insepen-
denl pereons. (1)

The Balfour (1)
Declaration

We now know Ul the Bal-
four Declaralion was merely a
sl version of a formula

g spen aml drfied Iy
e ?:louinmmmilm-. Consl-
dering all things, it is hardly
=urprising that the Arabe dis.
trusl both the arigin and intcn=
tion of the Balfour Decluration,
amd' refase o recognise as
binding upon them n pact en-
tered inla belween the Rritish
Government and the Zionisls,
and 1o which the Arabs were
not a party.

(1) Fartnightly Revicso Jan. 1534 By
l‘kpMI Chishals Dinbsr Braaton
— T

Gideon Levy, a well-known lsraeli columnist who is on the Editorial Board of Haaretz, went further. He blamed

Israeli arrogance, the idea that we can do whatever we like, that we'll never pay the price and be punished for it... We'll arrest, kill,
harass, dispossess and protect the settlers busy with their pogroms... We'll fire at innocent people, take out people's eyes and smash
their faces, expel, confiscate, rob, grab people from their beds, carry out ethnic cleansing and of course continue with the unbelievable

siege of the Gaza Strip, and everything will be al right...

On Saturday, they were aready talking about wiping out entire neighbourhoods in Gaza, about occupying the Strip and punishing Gaza

“as it has never been punished before’. But Israel hasn't stopped punishing Gaza since 1948, not for a moment...



https://www.haaretz.com/opinion/2023-10-09/ty-article-opinion/.premium/israel-cant-imprison-2-million-gazans-without-paying-a-cruel-price/0000018b-1476-d465-abbb-14f6262a0000
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Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu bears very great responsibility for what happened... but it didn't start with him and it won't end
after he goes. We now have to cry bitterly for the Israeli victims, but we should also cry for Gaza. Gaza, most of whose residents are
refugees created by Israel. Gaza, which has never known a single day of freedom.

Levy is referring to the ‘Nakba' (Catastrophe), the ethnic cleansing of Palestine by Zionist militias in 1948. Most of these Palestinians
ended up in refugee camps in other parts of Palestine or in neighbouring countries. But how did this happen? We need to go back
further to find that out.

Historical background

In the late 19th century, Palestine was a thriving part of the declining Ottoman Empire with aspirations for independence. At the same
time, a European Jewish nationalist movement — Zionism — was searching for a land to colonise. In 1920, after the Ottomans were
defeated, the League of Nations, established by the victorious powers of World War |, created a system of ‘mandates to replace them
in the countries they had colonised. The British received Palestine.
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The agenda was supposedly to prepare Palestine for independence, but the British imperialists treated their mandate as a colony; indeed,
they had already, through the 1917 Balfour Declaration, agreed to the establishment of a Jewish nationa home in Palestine by the
Zionist Organisation. A lengthy and thorough historical and legal examination by the UN on the origins and evolution of the Palestine
problem establishes that this plan was opposed by many Jews, including Sir Edwin Montagu, the only Jewish member of the British
cabinet. Yet it was eventualy pushed through by the British government and accepted by the League of Nations, contrary to its own
principles. As international law expert Professor Cattan, cited in the UN legal examination, says,

The Pal estine Mandate was invalid... The first ground of invalidity of the Mandate is that by
endorsing the Bal four Declaration and accepting the concept of the establishnent of a Jewi sh
national honme in Palestine it violated the sovereignty of the people of Palestine and their
natural rights of independence and self-determination. Palestine was the national hone of the
Pal estinians from tine imenorial. The establishment of a national honme for an alien people
in that country was a violation of the legitimate and fundamental rights of the inhabitants.
The League of Nations did not possess the power, any nore than the British Governnent did,
to dispose of Palestine, or to grant to the Jews any political or territorial rights in
that country. In so far as the Mandate purported to recognize any rights for alien Jews in
Pal estine, it was null and void...

The UN noted, ‘That the Jews deserved sympathy was unquestionable. Even before the Nazi terror, this sympathy existed for the
Jewish people among the Palestinian Arabs. The absence of racia rancour before the Bafour Declaration received emphasis in virtualy
every official report.” Historian Arnold Toynbee, aso cited in the UN study, remarked, for the next 30 years, under the protection of
‘British military power,” Jewish immigration and land acquisition enabled the Jewish population to grow from less than 10% of the
population to nearly a third, and their land ownership from 0.025% to 6.2%, displacing large numbers of Palestinians and leading to
conflict. It enabled the immigrants to arm themselves with tanks and planes. Thus, British imperialism played a key role in al the
violence that has followed.

Mahatma Gandhi, despite his profound sympathy for persecuted Jews — which even extended to abandoning his rigid adherence to non-
violence to argue that a war against Hitler would be justifiable — was adamant that it would be a crime against humanity to hand over



https://www.un.org/unispal/history2/origins-and-evolution-of-the-palestine-problem/part-i-1917-1947/
https://www.un.org/unispal/history2/origins-and-evolution-of-the-palestine-problem/part-i-1917-1947/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-history/gandhi-opposed-jewish-nation-state-palestine-8975964/
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Palestine to the Zionists.
The two-state ‘solution’

When Britain handed over Palestine to the UN in 1947, the UN Specia Committee on Palestine recommended partitioning Palestine
into a Jewish state on 56% of its territory and an Arab state on 43%, with an international enclave around Jerusalem and Bethlehem.



https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-history/gandhi-opposed-jewish-nation-state-palestine-8975964/

“z:2 THE INDIA FORUM

99 AJOURNAL-MAGAZINE ON CONTEMPORARY ISSUES

UN Partition
Plan [1947]

Jewish state

Arab state
Corpus seperatum
O Jewish settelment
© Arab settelment

@® Mixed settelment

Tubase
Tulkarm

Nablus e

C
©Ramle °
Ramallah™ jericho o

Bethlehem
oFaluja

Hebron e

Beersheba




“z:2 THE INDIA FORUM

99 AJOURNAL-MAGAZINE ON CONTEMPORARY ISSUES

The Arab states opposed the proposal on the grounds that it violated the UN Charter, and indeed if Britain had no right to gift
Palestine to Zionist settler-colonialists, neither did the UN have the right to gift more than half of Palestine to them. Yet when the
proposal was put before the UN General Assembly as Resolution 181 on 29 November 1947, it passed with 33 votes for, 13 againgt,
and 10 abstentions. (India voted against.) Far from bringing an end to the violence, this resolution was followed by the Nakba and
violence that continues to this day, for which, therefore, the UN too bears responsibility.

Settler colonialism differs from other types in that it strives to settle the colony with its own people by expelling
and killing the indigenous people, and this was the stated objective of Zionism...

Realising that the problem continued unabated, the UN appointed Count Folke Bernadotte, a Swedish diplomat, who had arranged the
release of around 31,000 prisoners from the German concentration camps of the Second World War, to find solutions. His peace plan
had three components: the right of return of Palestinian refugees, Jerusalem to be under international control, and permanent borders to
prevent Israel from expanding. He submitted the proposal to the UN General Assembly on 16 September 1948, and the very next day
was assassinated by Zionist terrorists of ‘Lehi’ aka the ‘Stern Gang'. His peace plan was never implemented and the assassins rose to
prominent positions in Israel, but in December 1948, Resolution 194 of the UNGA incorporated the right of return of Palestinian
refugees in accordance with already-established international law (Boling 2001).

Settler colonialism differs from other types in that it strives to settle the colony with its own people by expelling and killing the
indigenous people, and this was the stated objective of Zionism. Israeli historian llan Pappe (2006) explains that its ‘main goal was the
ethnic cleansing of all of Palestine, which the movement coveted for its new state,’ and describes in detail the gruesome massacres by
means of which amost 800,000 indigenous Palestinians — more than half the population — were driven from their homes. Their
livelihoods, villages and urban neighbourhoods far beyond the area alotted by Resolution 181 were seized or destroyed, starting after
the partition resolution in 1947 and peaking during the Nakba in 1948. Since then, ethnic cleansing — defined as a crime against
humanity in the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC) — has been carried out continuously by the Israeli state in
Palestine. By 1949, Israel had annexed 78% of Palestine.

Those who could not be expelled and became residents of Israel were subjected to an apartheid regime of discrimination, also a crime
against humanity. In the 1967 war, the remaining parts of Palestine — the West Bank, East Jerusalem and Gaza Strip — were occupied
by Israel. Negotiations between the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) and Israeli government resulted in the Oslo Accords, in
which Palestinian self-government in 22% of Palestine was promised in exchange for Palestinian collaboration in ensuring Isrageli
security. However, annexation of Palestinian land never stopped, and the Palestinian Authority, set up to implement the accords, became
an object of contempt for many Palestinians. The Gaza Strip, with over 70% of its inhabitants refugees from ethnic cleansing



https://www.palquest.org/en/highlight/159/un-partition-plan-1947
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20230917-remembering-the-assassination-of-count-bernadotte/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20230917-remembering-the-assassination-of-count-bernadotte/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/campaigns/2022/02/israels-system-of-apartheid/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/campaigns/2022/02/israels-system-of-apartheid/
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elsewhere, became an open-air prison with Israel controlling al its borders. Jewish settlements gradually took over the West Bank and
East Jerusalem, converting the remaining Palestinian residential areas into ghettos and making a two-state solution impossible.

The genocidal logic of settler colonialism

Moshé Machover, a founding member of the Israeli socialist group Matzpen, explains that the structural racism of the Israeli state is an
inevitable consequence of its settler-colonia project, but the government formed by Benjamin Netanyahu in December 2022 is more
extreme than most previous governments. Machover quotes two Israeli experts on the history of fascism and Nazism: Professor Zeev
Sternhell, who says that in statements made by two senior Israeli politicians, ‘we see not just a growing Israeli fascism but racism akin
to Nazism in its early stages’; and Professor Daniel Blatman, who quoted Deputy Knesset Speaker Belazel Smotrich saying that
Palestinians would become subjects without rights, and if they objected would be cleansed, and if they refused to leave would be
exterminated, concluding that ‘I think it is Nazism in every way and fashion, even if comes from the school of the victims of historical
Nazism.” In fact, Netanyahu had aready begun this process in 2018 when he passed the ‘Nation-State Law,” which closely follows the
Nazi Nuremberg Laws of 1935. Characterisation of this state as a fascist one has been widespread among Israeli left-wingers and left-
liberals before and after the Hamas attacks.

In the Genocide Convention (1948), as in the Rome Statute of the ICC (2002), ‘genocide means any of the following acts committed
with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racia or religious group, as such: (a) Killing members of the group; (b)
Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group; (c) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to
bring about its physical destruction in whole or in part...” Israeli Defence Minister Yoav Gallant declared the intention to destroy the
Palestinians in no uncertain terms on October 9th: ‘We are imposing a complete siege on Gaza. No electricity, no food, no water, no
fuel. Everything is closed. We are fighting human animals, and we will act accordingly’. When 2.3 million Palestinians in a sealed
space, half of them children, are bombed relentlessly, including hospitals, schools, churches and UN shelters, this begins to look like
the Nazi final solution.

Galant’s statement also reveals his endorsement of the barbaric doctrine of collective punishment, which was used so pervasively by
the Nazis. This is supplemented by the systematic use of ‘the big lie'; as Hitler explained, the very boldfaced nature of these
fabrications renders them among the most powerful forms of public persuasion. Who could believe that when the Israeli military
systematically targets hospitals, when Netanyahu's aide Hananya Naftali tweeted that the ‘Israeli Air Force struck a Hamas terrorist base
inside a hospital in Gaza', when lies by Israeli officials have been exposed in the past, that they didn't carry out the airstrike on Al
Ahli Baptist Hospital in Gaza which killed amost 500? The Anglican Church running the Al Ahli Hospital knew better.

What about Hamas?



https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/the-map-of-israeli-settlements-that-shocked-barack-obama
https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/the-map-of-israeli-settlements-that-shocked-barack-obama
https://www.matzpen.org/english/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/IsraelRacism-machover-2018.pdf
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2018/7/26/israels-nation-state-law-parallels-the-nazi-nuremberg-laws
https://www.versobooks.com/en-gb/blogs/news/the-war-on-gaza-and-israel-s-fascism-debate
https://www.aljazeera.com/program/newsfeed/2023/10/9/israeli-defence-minister-orders-complete-siege-on-gaza
https://jewishcurrents.org/a-textbook-case-of-genocide
https://jewishcurrents.org/a-textbook-case-of-genocide
https://www.hoover.org/news/big-lie-exposed-rhetorical-analysis-nazi-german-22-lessons
https://www.hoover.org/news/big-lie-exposed-rhetorical-analysis-nazi-german-22-lessons
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/10/18/what-is-israels-narrative-on-the-gaza-hospital-explosion
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/10/18/what-is-israels-narrative-on-the-gaza-hospital-explosion
https://www.anglicannews.org/news/2023/10/church-unites-in-prayer,-firmly-condemns-massacre-at-hospital,-and-grieves-the-loss-of-hundreds-of-innocent-civilians.aspx
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The complete failure of the Palestinian Authority even to stem the deteriorating conditions of Palestinians led to various alternative
initiatives, one of which was the establishment of Hamas, an Islamist nationa liberation group, in 1987. It had previously launched
rockets into Israel, but the scale of the attack on 7 October was unprecedented. What does international law say about this?

The UN affirms ‘the legitimacy of the struggle of peoples for independence, territorial integrity, national unity and liberation from
colonia domination, apartheid and foreign occupation by all available means, including armed struggle,’ so resorting to armed struggle
does not in itself outlaw Hamas. However, even a nationa liberation war must abide by international law, which protects civilians,
making Hamas's attack on civilians a war crime. Is it terrorism? Yes, it is terrorism, defined as acts or threats of violence against
unarmed civilians in pursuit of a political goal. These crimes and its right-wing Islamist ideology make it impossible for progressives to
support Hamas.

However, according to this same definition, the Israeli state was established by acts of terrorism and has continuously been engaged in
terrorism to this day. Moreover, it has violated international law on a vastly greater scale than Hamas, committing crimes against
humanity and genocide rather than mere war crimes. In the words of Holocaust survivor Dr Gabor Maté: ‘The disproportion of power
and responsibility and oppression is so markedly on one side that you take the worst thing you can say about Hamas, multiply it by a
thousand times, and it still will not meet the Israeli repression and killing and dispossession of Palestinians.’

International reactions

The Israeli ondaught on Gaza sparked Palestine solidarity demonstrations throughout the world. Arab leaders who had done nothing to
promote Palesting’s liberation for decades and had been normalising relations with Israel were jolted into putting this process on hold
for fear of infuriating their people. The Chinese and Russian regimes, which have made clear their rejection of universal human rights
and international law, nonetheless called for a ceasefire to allow for humanitarian aid. The UN, especially its Human Rights Council,
spoke up for the human rights of Palestinians.

Western leaders, headed by Joe Biden and including Ursula von der Leyen, Olaf Scholz, Rishi Sunak, Keir Starmer and Justin Trudeau,
stated that ‘Israel has the right to defend itself’, and in some cases pledged military supplies. Volodymyr Zelensky agreed that ‘Israel’s
right to self-defense is indisputable’. There were a few — like EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell — who criticised Isragl for violating
international law, but the rest gave a green light to the slaughter of Gaza's civilians.

10


https://www.un.org/unispal/document/auto-insert-184801/
https://eightify.app/summary/international-politics/dr-gabor-mate-s-insightful-discussion-on-israel-and-palestine
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The Western reaction to the Israeli assault on Gaza is a severe setback to the Ukrainian struggle for freedom,
because it undermines its mora legitimacy in the eyes of many by associating it with support for a genocidal
fascist state.

Two things make this position bizarre. First, while the vast mgjority of Israelis blame Netanyahu and his government for the attacks,
these leaders endorse Netanyahu's extremist regime. Second, they al back Ukraine in its national liberation struggle against Russian
colonialism, yet the positions of Ukraine and Palestine are almost identical. Putin denies the existence of Ukraine and is attempting to
erase it from the face of the earth by ethnic cleansing and genocide just as Netanyahu denies the existence of Palestine and is
attempting to erase it by ethnic cleansing and genocide. The timelines are different: the Zionist assault on Palestine started in 1920,
whereas Putin’s assault on Ukraine started in 2014, athough there were earlier bouts of genocide in Ukraine and Crimea, under
Tsarism, Stalin and the Nazis. And the Ukraine struggle is led by a democratically-elected government whereas there is no such
government in Palestine. Yet the similarities are striking.So anyone who argues that the Israeli regime colonising Palestine has the
‘right’ to defend itself from a national liberation struggle by killing Palestinians in Palestine would logically have to argue that the
Russian regime colonising Ukraine has the ‘right’ to defend itself from the nationa liberation struggle there by killing Ukrainians in
Ukraine. The only explanation for the blatant double standard involved in supporting the colonia regime in Palestine and the liberation
struggle in Ukraine is racism: Ukrainians are predominantly white, Palestinians are not. And this is a reminder that ‘Western values
include fascism and Nazism, racism and White supremacism. Biden’s reaction is particularly ghoulish. With the US aready having
provided hillions of dollars that have been used to slaughter thousands of Palestinian children, he wants US taxpayers to fund more
weapons to slaughter more children.

The Western reaction to the Israeli assault on Gaza is a severe setback to the Ukrainian struggle for freedom, because it undermines its
moral legitimacy in the eyes of many by associating it with support for a genocidal fascist state. It is also a setback for universa
human rights and international law, because it supports impunity for egregious violations of human rights and international law.

What is to be done?

Anyone who talks about the two-state solution as a formula for ‘peace’ is guilty of rank hypocrisy, because today it can only be
achieved by waging a bloody war to evict Israeli settlers while the apartheid state of Israel supports them with all the weapons at its
disposal. There are far better non-violent alternatives.

The Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions movement describes itself as ‘an inclusive, anti-racist human rights movement
that is opposed on principle to all forms of discrimination, including anti-semitism and 1slamophobia...

In 2005, 170 Paestinian unions, refugee networks, women’'s organisations, professional associations, popular resistance committees and
other Palestinian civil society organisations called for boycotts, divestment and sanctions against Israel until it complied with
international law by meeting three demands: (1) Ending Israeli occupation and colonisation of the Palestinian Occupied Territories and
dismantling the ‘apartheid’ wall that cuts deep into Palestinian land; (2) Recognising the fundamental rights of the Arab-Palestinian
citizens of Israel to full equality; (3) Respecting, protecting and promoting the rights of Palestinian refugees to return to their homes
and properties as stipulated in UN Resolution 194. All these demands are supported by international law; to say that Palestinians are
not entitled to these universal rights is racist.

The Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions movement describes itself as ‘an inclusive, anti-racist human rights movement that is opposed on
principle to all forms of discrimination, including anti-semitism and Islamophobia,’” and is completely non-violent. Yet a vicious
campaign against it has been waged in the name of countering antisemitism as defined by the International Holocaust Remembrance
Alliance (IHRA) in 2016. It is indeed important to condemn and combat antisemitism, one of the oldest forms of racism that is still
rampant today, but combating it effectively requires an accurate definition of it. The IHRA definition is vague, open-ended, and
includes ‘claiming that the existence of a State of Israel is a racist endeavor’ and ‘drawing comparisons of contemporary Israeli policy
to that of the Nazis'.

On 25 March 2021, the Jerusalem Declaration on Antisemitism (JDA) was presented by a group of over 200 eminent Jewish scholars
of antisemitism studies and related fields, who felt that the IHRA definition weakened the fight against antisemitism by causing
confusion and generating controversy. They defined antisemitism as ‘discrimination, prejudice, hostility or violence against Jews as Jews
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(or Jewish institutions as Jewish),” and made it clear that ‘while antisemitism has certain distinctive features, the fight against it is
inseparable from the overal fight against al forms of racia, ethnic, cultural, religious and gender discrimination’. They specifically
excluded ‘Supporting the Palestinian demand for justice and the full grant of their political, national, civil and human rights...
Criticizing or opposing Zionism as a form of nationalism... Evidence-based criticism of Israel as a state’ and comparing ‘Israel with
other historical cases...” and ‘ Boycott, divestment and sanctions against Israel as instances of antisemitism.

Jews are human beings like everyone else, they range from the best of humanity to the worst. There are Jewish writers and human
rights activists, including rabbis, who deserve gratitude and admiration for their steadfast pursuit of truth and justice in Palestine. But
there are also Jewish fascists like Netanyahu and his cabinet who deserve prosecution in the ICC for crimes against humanity and
genocide. Acknowledging that is part of the fight against antisemitism.

A concerted campaign to implement BDS and universalise the adoption of the JDA definition of antisemitism can bring about peace.

Rohini Hensman is a writer, independent scholar and activist who has worked on labour movements, feminism, minority rights,
globalisation, and democracy movements, and has been published extensively on these issues.
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